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The week of February 15th was a week we will remember for years to come!  Record cold 

temperatures and rolling blackouts throughout the Midwest and even Stanton County PPD.  

I want to start by saying thank you for everyone that reduced usage during the event.  I also 

want to apologize to those who lost power during the rolling blackout that affected our 

District.  I understand the challenges this event caused to many of our farmers, businesses, 

and homes across the District.  I will be advocating on your behalf that something like this 

will not happen again.     

 

To set the stage for these events that crippled the Midwest, I want to begin with the 

structure of our power grid.  Stanton County PPD buys power from NPPD through a 

Nebraska Electric Generation & Transmission contract.  NPPD is responsible for generating 

and transmitting electricity to our delivery points across the District.  NPPD is a member of 

the Southwest Power Pool (SPP).  SPP is an energy market that allows participating utilities 

to collectively serve the load in the pool as economically as possible.  In very general terms, 

this collective group can serve as a “pool” of resources that utilities can share with and 

draw from to provide the best service to the end use customer.  A utility may look to “fill 

the gap” during a regular scheduled maintenance of plants and transmission lines, 

emergency generator events or storm events. The utility filling those needs will be 

financially compensated for doing so.  This is a very complex market, but this is the general 

idea.   

 

Electric demands were very high on the system due to the winter storms that covered a 

majority of the SPP footprint. The grid operators, (including operators right here in 

Nebraska) are tasked with balancing load and generation.  If that balance is not maintained 

properly, the grid will be shut down to prevent catastrophic failure of generation facilities.  

This is an extremely critical task, and the balancing of load and generation is defined by 

physics, not politicians or public opinion.  

 

 

 

 
Serving Stanton County and parts of Madison, Wayne, Cuming, and Colfax counties 

There is no doubt we had to reduce load with rolling blackouts 
to keep the grid stable, however, what is debatable is how we 

got to this point. 
 

 

 

 

Continued on page 3 

http://www.scppd.com/
mailto:scppd@scppd.net


 

 

 

  

Energy Efficiency: 

Heat Pumps 

EnergyWise Incentives >>> 

2021 Incentive 
Rebate Programs 
Energy Efficiency is important to all! If you are looking for ways to save energy and 

money, check our list of rebate programs. There are several options for customers 

to take advantage of in the 2021 year. For more information, check the website at 

www.scppd.com or call the office at 402-439-2228. 

Your heating and cooling system is 
likely the largest user of energy in 
your home. Check into a tune up, 
have a performance verification 
test completed, or consider 
updating your system to an energy 
efficient heat pump and save! 
 
 Don’t forget to ask about the 
EnergyWise Rebate program! 

On any given day or night, and in 

all kinds of weather conditions, 

these specialized workers install 

and maintain overhead and 

underground electrical systems. 

Components of these systems 

include power lines, transformers, 

fuses, insulators, and other 

related equipment. 

 

We appreciate the dedication 

shown by these men everyday! 

 

 

Residential Heat Pump Water Heater: 

      $400 for air source with an EF > 1.9 

      $650 for ground source with an EF > 2.8 

 

High Efficiency Heat Pump: 

      $400 - $3,300 Incentive 

    Minimum SEER 15, EER 12.5 & HSPF 8.5 

    Includes Air-to-Air, and Water/Ground source 

 

SMART thermostat: 

    $25-$100 Incentive options 

 

Cooling System Tune-up: $30 

Attic Insulation: $0.15 per square foot - $300 

max. 

National Lineworker Appreciation>>> 

Thank You to Our Lineman! 

Help us celebrate the lineworkers we rely on to power our world on 
National Lineworker Appreciation Day , April 12th. 

http://www.scppd.com/


 

  

Blackouts 

Power Drive>>> 

SCPPD is proud to sponsor the 2021 
Stanton Power Drive Team 
 

Continued from Page 1 
How did we get in this position?  I have worked in this industry for 

25 years and I’ve only seen an event like this one other time in 

Nebraska, and that was due to inadequate transmission serving 

North Central Nebraska during the drought of 2012.  This year’s 

events were a lack of generation available to meet the demand.  

The pool consists of more generation (installed capacity) than load, 

but the performance of the generation fleet was not adequate.  Most 

of these shortcomings were due to lack of fuel sources in the 

generation fleet.  Wind was not blowing, and some turbines were 

freezing up, natural gas supplies were tight due to pipeline 

congestions and supply lines were freezing up in the south.  Some 

diesel generators had fuel supply issues and were hard to start due 

to the cold temperatures. Adequate fuels sources for the generation 

of electricity are critical to maintaining the reliability we expect. 

We must maintain a certain amount of generation that has a fuel 

source that can be stored, such as coal, nuclear, hydro and fuel oil.  

Wind, solar, and natural gas relies on a fuel that is not in our 

control.  As we transition toward carbon-free resources, we need to 

be aware of these choices we are making.  How fast we get there 

and what level of reliability we expect are discussion points that 

must be considered.  If we continue down this path of renewable 

energy backed up by natural gas and continue eliminating baseload 

generation, rolling blackouts will become the new normal. We see 

similar events play out on the West Coast in the summer months.  

 

Public Power in Nebraska stands for low cost and high reliability.  

The events of February 2021 are not acceptable and should never 

happen again.  I hope this will provide industry leaders an 

opportunity to take a hard look at where we are headed and remedy 

this issue before this becomes the new normal!  I will advocate on 

your behalf that we consider the level of reliability and how we 

will improve from experiencing the rolling blackouts in Nebraska 

and get back to the reliability we have grown accustomed to.    

 

Chad Waldow; General Manager CEO 

 

 

The Stanton High School Team is working hard to complete their 

new racer for the schedule this spring.  

The team includes: Sonny Reyes-Salazar, Josiah Sholes, Taylor 

Wehrle, Ian Schulzkump, Tanner Ferstenau and their sponsor, 

Mr. Ray Seeman. Good luck this season! 

 

Welcome to the Team! 
 

SCPPD welcomes Tom Blain! 
 

He has been hired as a Jouneyman Lineman for 

the District as of February 2021. 

 

Tom is originally from Orchard, NE and has 

spent the last 9 years of his 24 year career at 

Mid-American Energy in Haull, IA.  

Tom and his wife, Kimberly have moved to 

Stanton with their three children and are happy 

to be back closer to family.  

 

We are pleased to have him here as a part of our 

SCPPD team and know that the Stanton 

community will be as well!  

 



  

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

 

Think of every roadside crew member as someone you know and love. 

Every state has laws that require drivers to slow down or switch lanes if possible 

when they pass emergency vehicles, transportation maintenance, and utility 

crews. Because power lines often run along streets and highways, our crews are 

frequently required to work near to or on roadways. Please help keep them save! 

Slow Down and Move Over 

It’s the Law – Call 

Before You Dig! 

1-800-331-5666 

 

 
877-439-2228    www.scppd.com   scppd@scppd.net 

Like us on Facebook 
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